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Quintessa

Walker Warner Architects

Wkt clie:; 20

In thes wing business. for ower 40 years, Augustin and Valera Hunoeus ano,
without a doubt, the quintessential vintners of Mapa Valley. Seeing
Tharmsives asd dedicated stewsrds of e land promoling sodl-sendilive,
sEthinable and bDigynamis vEculure processes, ther philogophy lor
winemaking is thal the wine should be known for the property from which &
onginated, rather than it vanelal compoaition. Together thiy have spent
more than 14 years developing the Quintessa vineyards Irom beman that had
rirver bedone yislded a single grape, nor any other crop for that matter. in fact,
quiniassantial is ths woed that inspined them 19 name B wineny Quintssan.

Tha sili & in the hean of the Rutherond aopsilation of Mapa Valley's
Silverado Tral and acheeves the hghly improbable by possessng all the
divarsd chirachiristics of & great wing eatate: free roling Rils. & lake and &
v, savaral microclimates and & vared mix of scds with limiled vagour, With
such a sirong reverencs for what is clearly sacred land, building a state-of-
thi-art winery and viston” centne thatl woulkd complemeant the bucolic senenty
of they ZB0-pcre Napa Vallsy esiate whils also represenling the qually and
slegance of the Guinbessa brand presented a unigue chalienge.

Thes winery — which held s grand apening in 2003 - is a pedect extersion
of the Huneeus’s holistc phicsophy and o all aboed the symgoathesc
imegration of architecture, winemaiing and landscape. On approach the
Bukfing = quite sulitle; the slega crescer-shaped wall nestles Bl within
thed contours of the land, and = in tect Almost indstingueshable Trom @, The
rowgh=cut stone captunes Mapa Valley's heslonical paiette and is softenad by its
imMegration with verdant plantings and mature trees. But the buildng aso
makos & dramabic gestung AS tha 20-1000-Fugh glass A0 ORBN 10 riveal AR
wdegant and functional winery whils the oulsireiched arc forms o natual
outdoor amphitheatne for winemaking. Vishons ane aliowed 1o view the entine
POCESS, SIANING wath e WSO CONSm BIOD And anding with thi wirsh Cied
b Do, WiEh finees detaels of stesd and wood that woulkd migks Frank Lioyd
Wright sit up and take nofice the shesl, concrete and slons used in the caves
FRARERET in D viRilors” canire which houses [he lasling room and kbeary,

Production of the Bordeau-stybe blend i now fully on st and employs
the graaty-ow process, making full use ol the confoured lermin. Trucks
SWOD U The cifdular diveway 10 delver The grapsd 1o the onsh deck on the
second level whone thy are sored, de-slemmed and bghtly crushed, The
crushed grapes are then funnalled throwgh rood Ralches 1o the fementatcon
Eanks Bikor, Thes hamags paed 10 B fch anvirorment 8 uligusois, Hunbebus
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relsd on & Mocen version of the basked press and uses French ocak
Sranlons, with the sizs of the tanks diciated by the size of the specic
blocks of the vineyard they serdce. No stainless-stesl tanks hen. When
fermeniation s complabe, ‘wine must’ s drained fom the tanks 1o the
winapss located in the central hall

H's no secrel that A well-bul cave bogets a great wine and at Duiniessa
the brrellinsg caees ane the real treat. Clearly the most moderm in the Napa
Valley, thay fom an exfionsive networ mdating in thme directions. A1 the
poind of convergence stands & sentinel-lke sculptural fountain with a halo of
gt from abave, as if 10 offer & blessing of thanks for the fnats of the sarth,
Loy ondery rows of banmels ine the dimly i walls, sliong whose length music
walls. Linder the probectasn of an migaied green roof, the barmel canve and
wine-S0rEg8 room make use of thermal mass and night air ventiabion for
redrigaration. And at ower 17,000 squans Seel, this wonderul low-shung curved
scifice will certainly comriters 10 the recent trend of ‘wine-Cindg enny’
swoaaping the Mapa Valkey

Tha Quintessa vineyard s parhapd o of the most diverse yet canstully
conChed grape-growing einnments in thae Bapa region. 56 a8 b9 takos ful
advartags al the varying soil condfions and maintain the Lnd's kong-term
integrity, Hunaeus has planted a clonal dMerentistion for sach vaneta

ncluding Eunpean as well &8 Amedcan ciones of Cabernet Smunignon
Meriol and Cabermnel Franc A=k

The process is apparently working s the 1998 Quintessa s often talked 1
of s a Calomian classic. Since the debut of the 1934 vinlage, of which just
1,000 cates of this Bmited production wing wers nelsased. Wing Spectaior
has honoured Oundessa by awarding five of i3 3ix roleases 90 points or
highar on the 100-point scale. Quirissss now produces. appraximatshy 6,000
sir-btthe cined arnually
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